Deepersheet 


Hebrews [Jesus and Angels]

Pastor Jeremiah Siers

“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at various times and in many ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by His Son.”  Hebrews is a book about Jesus.  It paints a beautiful portrait of who Jesus is, “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being.”  If there is any question as to who God is, we find the answer in Jesus Christ.  Hebrews tells us that God has revealed himself to the world.  He is not distant, hiding off in the shadows.  What can be known about him has been made plain through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Join us as we explore the revelation of Jesus Christ through the book of Hebrews.

· What is the significance of Jesus being considered superior to angels?  Consider the following possibilities.

1. The believers to whom the author is writing were paying undo attention to angels.

2. The author of Hebrews is emphasizing that Jesus is not just another messenger from God in a long line of angels, prophets, and kings.  He is the message!

3. The law was given to Moses by angels (Gal. 3:19).  If Jesus is greater than angels, it follows that the salvation he came to bring has the power to save us from death under the condemnation of the law.
While Jesus is superior to angels, his incarnation was anything but flashy.  Conversely, the appearances of angels in scripture are almost always accompanied by grand displays.  The contrast can most clearly be seen on the night of Jesus’ birth.  He was born in a manger while angels appeared in marvelous light to the shepherds in a field nearby to announce his birth.  

· Read Isaiah 53:1-3.  Why do you think God chose for his son to be born in the most common of circumstances?
Hebrews 2 
1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.

· What does it mean to drift away?  Can you describe a time in your life when you felt as though your love for God was fading?

· What does the writer suggest will help to keep one from drifting away?  What disciplines does one develop to be able to “pay more careful attention?” 

“The most excellent method of going to God is that of doing our common business ... purely for the love of God."
                                                                         ~ Brother Lawrence
· What one distraction if removed would have the biggest impact on your ability to be present?
Challenge this week
Do you have difficulty keeping your attention/focus on Jesus in the midst of life’s struggles?  Consider “practicing the presence of God” by envisioning everything you do as being done purely for the love of God.  For further inspiration pick up a copy of “Practicing the Presence of God” by Brother Lawrence and read through it as a daily devotional.
Coming up ... 
     January 22nd – Hebrews :: “Jesus, the man” (Pastor RV)

     January 29th – Hebrews :: “The Master of the house” (Pastor RV)



My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Hebrews 2:1.

· I will complete the deeper sheet for this week.

· I would like to sign up for a community group this week.
