Deepersheet 


Hebrews [The Lesser and the Greater]

Jeremiah Siers
“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at various times and in many ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by His Son.”  Hebrews is a book about Jesus.  It paints a beautiful portrait of who Jesus is, “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being.”  If there is any question as to who God is, we find the answer in Jesus Christ.  Hebrews tells us that God has revealed himself to the world.  He is not distant, hiding off in the shadows.  What can be known about him has been made plain through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Join us as we explore the revelation of Jesus Christ through the book of Hebrews.
Hebrews 7
“7 without a doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater.”
The writer of Hebrews is trying to show through these verses (7:1-10) that Jesus is greater than Abraham.  He refers to Melchizadek as a forefunner, or a type of Christ.  In verse 4 he reveals that Melchizadek was so great that even the patriarch Abraham honored him with a tithe.
  

· What is the intended meaning by the author of Hebrews when he writes, “the lesser is blessed by the greater”?

· Can you identify the blessings of God in your life?  What about this past week, how has God blessed you?  Now, quantify those blessings.  Can you place a price tag, or a valuation on the blessings you have received from God? 

· It can be difficult to place a value upon blessings.  They often come in the form of intangible things.  Consider the following phrases our culture has come up with to describe this reality.  “Money can’t buy me love”, or “the best things in life are free.”  Are they true?  What experiences have you had pursuing happiness, or love with money only to come up empty? 
                                                                           [more on back]
Read Genesis 14:15-24. Melchizadek who is a mystical figure and is described in ways that would make one question whether or not he was even a human being (Heb. 7:1-10), is given these very tangible, valuable gifts.  Abraham, who is very much flesh and blood, is given what is a very intangible, nebulous kind of blessing.  The question for us to ponder is, “who got the better end of the deal?”   
 

· Do you have trouble with the idea of giving money to God who clearly doesn’t need it?  Why do we give to the church?  Does God need the money?

· What about giving your time in prayer, or studying the Bible?  What value do you place upon doing those things?  Do we honor God when we engage in these activities?  Are we blessed by God when we do these things?

Abraham’s great faith is directly linked to his ability to pursue the blessings of God above and beyond anything else that this world had to offer him. Jesus described this kind of faith in the following parables…
· Read Mt. 13:44-46. In what ways are you most tempted to be satisfied with the counterfeit blessings the world has to offer over the blessing of God that exceeds them all?
· Read Mt. 6:33.  What does it look like for you to seek first God’s kingdom in your life today?
Coming up ... 
     March 18th  – Hebrews :: “perfection” (Jeremiah Siers)

     March 25th  – Hebrews :: “The Covenent” (Corbett Stubbert)



My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Matthew 6:33.

· I will complete the deeper sheet for this week.

· I will help out on March 31st for the church Spring clean

